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Abstract 

Social media has emerged as one of the most influential components of contemporary 

society, especially among youth. The rapid expansion of internet connectivity and digital 

technology has significantly transformed communication patterns, social interaction, 

educational practices, and cultural behaviour. Young people extensively use social networking 

platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, and X for communication, entertainment, 

information sharing, and self-expression. This research paper examines the sociological impact 

of social media on youth by analysing its positive as well as negative dimensions. The study 

explores how social media influence’s identity formation, social relationships, mental health, 

educational performance, cultural values, and behavioural patterns among young individuals. 

The paper applies major sociological perspectives including Functionalism, Conflict Theory, 

and Symbolic Interactionism to understand the changing social dynamics created by digital 

communication. It highlights the constructive role of social media in enhancing awareness, 

educational access, career opportunities, political participation, and global connectivity. 

Simultaneously, the research also addresses critical concerns such as cyberbullying, social 

isolation, addiction, anxiety, misinformation, and the weakening of direct interpersonal 

relationships. The findings suggest that social media has both empowering and disruptive 

effects on youth and society. Its impact largely depends upon the level of awareness, pattern of 

usage, and social environment surrounding young users. The study concludes that responsible 

use of social media, digital literacy, parental guidance, and ethical online behaviour are 

essential to ensure the healthy social and psychological development of youth in the digital 

age. 

Keywords: Social Media, Youth, Sociology, Digital Communication, Mental Health, Online 

Interaction, Cyberbullying, Social Change, Virtual Identity, Cultural Transformation 

1. Introduction 

The emergence of social media has brought revolutionary changes in the structure and 

functioning of modern society. In the twenty-first century, digital communication platforms 

have become an essential part of everyday life, especially among youth. The rapid development 

of smartphones, internet accessibility, and networking technologies has transformed the ways 

individuals communicate, learn, interact, and express themselves. Social media platforms such 

as Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, Snapchat, and X have gained immense popularity among 

young people across the world. These platforms not only provide entertainment and 

communication opportunities but also influence social behavior, cultural values, identity 

formation, and interpersonal relationships. 

Youth is considered one of the most dynamic and sensitive groups in society because this stage 

of life involves emotional growth, personality development, social learning, and identity 
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construction. Social media acts as a powerful agent of socialization that shapes the attitudes, 

beliefs, aspirations, and lifestyles of young individuals. Through digital interaction, youth 

engage in online communities, create virtual identities, participate in discussions, and consume 

large amounts of information on a daily basis. As a result, social media has become deeply 

connected with the social and psychological development of younger generations. 

From a sociological perspective, social media represents a new form of social interaction in 

which communication transcends geographical and cultural boundaries. It has significantly 

influenced family relationships, friendship patterns, educational systems, political 

participation, and cultural practices. On one hand, social media promotes global connectivity, 

educational opportunities, awareness, creativity, and social participation. On the other hand, 

excessive use of these platforms has generated serious concerns related to mental health, 

cyberbullying, social isolation, addiction, misinformation, and weakening of real-life social 

relationships. 

The influence of social media on youth is multidimensional and complex. Its effects can be 

positive or negative depending upon the nature, duration, and purpose of usage. While some 

young individuals utilize social media for learning, career development, and constructive social 

engagement, others may become victims of anxiety, depression, online harassment, and digital 

dependency. Therefore, it becomes important to study social media not merely as a 

technological innovation but also as a social institution that influences human behavior and 

social structure. 

2. Conceptual Framework and Sociological Perspectives 

Understanding the impact of social media on youth requires a clear understanding of the 

concepts related to social media, youth culture, and sociological theories. Social media is not 

merely a technological tool; it is a social phenomenon that influences communication, identity, 

behavior, and social relationships. Sociological theories help explain how digital platforms 

shape social life and affect the younger generation in contemporary society. 

2.1 Meaning and Nature of Social Media 

Social media refers to internet-based digital platforms that allow users to create, share, and 

exchange information, ideas, photographs, videos, and opinions through virtual communities 

and networks. It enables instant communication and interaction among individuals regardless 

of geographical distance. Platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp, and X 

have become central mediums of communication among youth. 

The major characteristics of social media include: 

• Instant communication and information sharing  

• Global connectivity and networking  

• User-generated content  

• Interactive participation  

• Multimedia communication  
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• Virtual community formation  

Social media has transformed traditional communication systems into interactive digital 

communication networks where individuals can actively participate rather than remain passive 

consumers of information. 

2.2 Meaning of Youth in Sociology 

In sociology, youth refers to the transitional stage between childhood and adulthood. It is a 

period characterized by physical, emotional, intellectual, and social development. During this 

stage, individuals develop self-identity, social values, career aspirations, and interpersonal 

relationships. 

Youth are generally more adaptive to technological innovations and digital culture. Due to their 

active participation in online activities, young individuals are considered the largest consumers 

and creators of social media content. Their thoughts, behaviors, and lifestyles are highly 

influenced by online trends, peer interaction, and digital communication. 

2.3 Functionalist Perspective on Social Media 

The Functionalist perspective views society as a system of interconnected parts working 

together to maintain social order and stability. From this viewpoint, social media performs 

several positive functions in society. 

Social media helps youth in: 

• Enhancing communication and social interaction  

• Accessing educational resources and information  

• Promoting awareness regarding social and political issues  

• Building social networks and communities  

• Encouraging creativity and innovation  

Functionalists argue that social media contributes to social integration by connecting 

individuals across different cultures and regions. It also supports the spread of knowledge and 

technological advancement in modern society. 

2.4 Conflict Perspective on Social Media 

The Conflict perspective, influenced by the ideas of Karl Marx, emphasizes inequality, power, 

and exploitation within society. According to this perspective, social media platforms are often 

controlled by large corporations that influence public opinion, consumer behavior, and cultural 

values for economic and political interests. 

The conflict perspective highlights several issues such as: 

• Commercialization of youth culture  

• Spread of consumerism and materialism  
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• Manipulation through advertisements and algorithms  

• Digital inequality between social classes  

• Exploitation of user data and privacy concerns  

This perspective argues that social media can reinforce existing social inequalities by giving 

more power and influence to dominant groups and corporations. 

2.5 Symbolic Interactionist Perspective 

Symbolic Interactionism focuses on daily interactions and the meanings individuals attach to 

symbols, language, and behaviour. Social media platforms provide spaces where youth create 

and manage their online identities through photographs, status updates, comments, emojis, and 

digital interactions. 

Young individuals often seek social approval through likes, followers, and comments, which 

influence their self-esteem and social identity. Virtual communication shapes how youth 

perceive themselves and others in society. Online interaction therefore becomes an important 

part of identity construction and social recognition in the digital era. 

2.6 Social Media as an Agent of Socialization 

Socialization refers to the process through which individuals learn social norms, values, beliefs, 

and behaviour. Traditionally, family, school, religion, and peer groups were considered major 

agents of socialization. In modern society, social media has emerged as a powerful new agent 

of socialization. 

Youth learn fashion trends, communication styles, political opinions, cultural practices, and 

lifestyle patterns through digital platforms. Social media influences language, behaviour, 

entertainment choices, and even moral attitudes. Thus, it plays a significant role in shaping 

modern youth culture and social behaviour. 

3. Positive Impact of Social Media on Youth 

Social media has become an integral part of the daily lives of young people and has 

significantly influenced their educational, social, cultural, and professional development. 

Although social media is often criticized for its negative consequences, it also offers numerous 

benefits that contribute positively to the growth and empowerment of youth. From a 

sociological perspective, social media acts as a medium of communication, awareness, 

participation, and social integration in modern society. 

3.1 Educational Opportunities and Learning Enhancement 

One of the most important positive impacts of social media is its contribution to education and 

learning. Digital platforms provide youth with easy access to educational resources, online 

lectures, tutorials, research materials, and academic discussions. Students can improve their 

knowledge through educational videos, online courses, webinars, and interactive learning 

communities. 
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Platforms such as YouTube and Google have become major sources of information and self-

learning for students across the world. Social media also promotes collaborative learning by 

enabling students to exchange notes, ideas, and academic content with peers and teachers. 

The integration of technology into education has expanded learning opportunities beyond 

traditional classrooms and has encouraged independent and flexible learning among youth. 

3.2 Improvement in Communication and Social Connectivity 

Social media has revolutionized communication by making interaction faster, easier, and more 

accessible. Young individuals can communicate instantly with friends, relatives, teachers, and 

communities across different geographical regions. 

Digital communication platforms strengthen social relationships and help maintain social 

connections despite physical distance. Through online groups and virtual communities, youth 

can share experiences, express opinions, and participate in social discussions. 

Social media also promotes intercultural interaction by connecting individuals from diverse 

cultural and social backgrounds. This interaction increases understanding, tolerance, and 

awareness regarding global cultures and societies. 

3.3 Development of Creativity and Self-Expression 

Social media provides opportunities for youth to express their talents, creativity, and opinions 

through photographs, videos, blogs, music, art, and digital content creation. Young people use 

online platforms to showcase their skills and gain recognition in society. 

Content creation on platforms such as Instagram and YouTube encourages innovation, artistic 

expression, and entrepreneurial thinking. Many young individuals have transformed their 

hobbies into professional careers through digital platforms. 

Social media also allows youth to participate in discussions related to social justice, gender 

equality, environmental protection, and human rights, thereby promoting active social 

participation and self-confidence. 

3.4 Career Development and Employment Opportunities 

In the digital age, social media has become an important source of career opportunities and 

economic empowerment. Many companies use digital platforms for recruitment, networking, 

marketing, and professional communication. 

Youth utilize social media for: 

• Freelancing and online business  

• Digital marketing and brand promotion  

• Content creation and influencing  

• Professional networking  

• Skill development and online training  
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Platforms such as LinkedIn help young individuals build professional networks and access 

employment opportunities. Social media has therefore contributed to the growth of the digital 

economy and new forms of employment. 

3.5 Political Awareness and Civic Participation 

Social media has increased political awareness and civic engagement among youth. Young 

individuals actively participate in online discussions related to politics, social issues, elections, 

and public policies. 

Digital platforms enable youth to: 

• Access political information and news  

• Raise awareness regarding social problems  

• Participate in campaigns and movements  

• Express opinions on national and global issues  

Social media has played a major role in mobilizing youth participation in democratic processes 

and social activism. It has become a powerful medium for public opinion formation and social 

change. 

3.6 Emotional Support and Community Building 

Online communities often provide emotional support and social belonging to young individuals 

who may feel isolated in real life. Social media groups related to education, mental health, 

hobbies, or personal interests help youth connect with like-minded individuals. 

Such virtual communities create a sense of inclusion, emotional comfort, and mutual support, 

especially for individuals facing stress, discrimination, or social difficulties. In this way, social 

media can contribute positively to emotional well-being and social integration when used 

responsibly. 

4. Negative Impact of Social Media on Youth 

Despite its numerous advantages, social media has also created several social, psychological, 

cultural, and behavioral problems among youth. Excessive and uncontrolled use of digital 

platforms has raised serious concerns regarding mental health, social relationships, academic 

performance, and moral values. From a sociological perspective, social media may contribute 

to social isolation, identity confusion, addiction, and weakening of traditional social 

institutions. 

4.1 Mental Health Problems 

One of the most significant negative impacts of social media is its effect on the mental health 

of youth. Excessive use of social networking platforms often leads to anxiety, depression, 

stress, loneliness, and emotional instability. Young individuals frequently compare their 

appearance, lifestyle, achievements, and social status with others on digital platforms, which 

creates feelings of inferiority and dissatisfaction. 
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The desire for online approval through likes, comments, and followers may negatively affect 

self-esteem and emotional well-being. Many youths become emotionally dependent on virtual 

validation, which increases psychological pressure and insecurity. 

Continuous exposure to unrealistic beauty standards, luxury lifestyles, and edited digital 

content also contributes to body image issues and low confidence among young users. 

4.2 Social Isolation and Weakening of Real Relationships 

Although social media increases online communication, it may reduce face-to-face interaction 

and emotional bonding in real life. Many young individuals spend long hours on digital 

platforms, which limits direct communication with family members, friends, and society. 

Virtual interaction often replaces meaningful personal relationships, leading to social isolation 

and emotional detachment. Excessive dependence on digital communication weakens social 

skills such as empathy, patience, listening ability, and interpersonal understanding. 

Family relationships may also suffer when young individuals become more engaged with 

online activities than household interaction and social responsibilities. 

4.3 Cyberbullying and Online Harassment 

Cyberbullying has emerged as a serious social problem in the digital era. Many youths 

experience online harassment, threats, trolling, blackmail, and abusive comments through 

social networking platforms. 

Cyberbullying can have severe psychological consequences, including: 

• Depression and emotional trauma  

• Fear and social anxiety  

• Loss of confidence  

• Academic decline  

• Suicidal thoughts in extreme cases  

Unlike traditional bullying, online harassment can occur continuously and publicly, making it 

more harmful and difficult to escape. The anonymity provided by digital platforms often 

encourages aggressive and unethical behavior among users. 

4.4 Addiction and Excessive Screen Time 

Social media addiction is becoming increasingly common among youth. Many young 

individuals spend excessive time scrolling through posts, watching videos, gaming, or 

engaging in online conversations. 

This addiction negatively affects: 

• Academic performance  

• Time management  
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• Physical health  

• Sleep patterns  

• Productivity and concentration  

Continuous screen exposure may lead to headaches, eye strain, fatigue, obesity, and sleeping 

disorders. Many students become distracted from studies and responsibilities due to excessive 

involvement in social media activities. 

4.5 Spread of Misinformation and Fake News 

Social media enables the rapid spread of information, but it also facilitates the circulation of 

fake news, rumors, propaganda, and misleading content. Youth are often exposed to unverified 

information that may influence their opinions, behavior, and decision-making processes. 

Misinformation can create social conflict, political polarization, communal tension, and fear 

within society. Young individuals who lack digital literacy may easily become victims of 

manipulated or false information. 

The uncontrolled spread of misinformation demonstrates the challenges of maintaining truth 

and ethical communication in digital society. 

4.6 Decline of Academic Performance 

Excessive engagement with social media often distracts students from academic activities and 

educational responsibilities. Constant notifications, entertainment content, and online 

interactions reduce concentration and study time. 

Many students develop habits of procrastination and multitasking, which negatively affect 

memory, learning ability, and academic achievement. Late-night use of smartphones and social 

networking platforms also impacts sleep quality and classroom performance. 

Thus, while social media can support education when used properly, uncontrolled usage may 

become a major obstacle to academic success. 

4.7 Cultural Influence and Moral Challenges 

Social media exposes youth to global cultures, lifestyles, fashion trends, and entertainment 

content. Although cultural exchange promotes modernization and awareness, it may also 

weaken traditional values, customs, and social norms. 

Many young individuals imitate westernized lifestyles and online trends without critically 

evaluating their social and cultural consequences. Exposure to violent, vulgar, or unethical 

content may negatively affect moral behavior and social attitudes. 

The growing influence of digital culture has therefore created tension between traditional social 

values and modern online lifestyles in many societies. 

5. Social Media and Changing Social Relationships 
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Social media has significantly transformed the nature of social relationships and interpersonal 

communication in contemporary society. The emergence of digital communication platforms 

has changed how young people interact with family members, friends, peer groups, and society 

at large. From a sociological perspective, social media has altered traditional patterns of 

socialization and created new forms of virtual interaction and social identity. 

In earlier societies, social relationships were primarily based on direct face-to-face interaction 

and physical social participation. However, in the digital age, communication increasingly 

occurs through online platforms such as WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook, and Snapchat. These 

platforms enable youth to remain constantly connected through messaging, video calls, status 

updates, and online communities. While this development has increased connectivity, it has 

also changed the emotional depth and structure of human relationships. 

5.1 Transformation of Friendship Patterns 

Social media has reshaped the meaning and structure of friendship among youth. Online 

platforms allow young individuals to create large social networks and maintain connections 

with people across different regions and cultures. Digital friendships are often formed through 

shared interests, hobbies, gaming communities, educational groups, or online discussions. 

However, virtual friendships sometimes lack emotional intimacy and long-term commitment 

compared to traditional friendships. Many relationships become dependent on online 

interaction rather than genuine personal bonding. The concept of friendship is increasingly 

measured through followers, likes, comments, and online visibility, which reflects the growing 

influence of digital validation in social life. 

5.2 Impact on Family Relationships 

Family is considered the primary institution of socialization, but social media has changed 

family communication patterns in many ways. Excessive use of smartphones and social 

networking platforms often reduces direct communication within households. 

Many young individuals spend more time interacting online than participating in family 

discussions or activities. This situation may weaken emotional attachment and reduce the 

quality of family relationships. Parents often face difficulties in monitoring the online activities 

of children and maintaining healthy communication in the digital environment. 

At the same time, social media also provides positive opportunities for families to remain 

connected across long distances through video calls, messaging applications, and online 

communication tools. Thus, its impact on family relationships can be both constructive and 

disruptive depending on usage patterns. 

5.3 Romantic Relationships in the Digital Age 

Social media has also transformed romantic relationships and dating practices among youth. 

Online platforms provide opportunities for communication, emotional interaction, and 

relationship formation beyond physical boundaries. 



Shodh Prabha: A Multidisciplinary Journal 
ISSN: 3108-2726 (Online), 3108-2890 (Print), Volume-1, Issue-3, (May – Jun) 2025 

SPMJ www.shodhprabha.com 22 

 

Digital communication allows young people to maintain continuous interaction with romantic 

partners through messages, photographs, video calls, and social sharing. However, social media 

may also create problems such as jealousy, mistrust, privacy invasion, and emotional insecurity. 

Online relationships are often influenced by public display and digital approval, which may 

increase emotional pressure and misunderstandings. Breakups, online harassment, and 

emotional manipulation through social media can also negatively affect psychological well-

being. 

5.4 Virtual Communities and Group Identity 

Social media enables youth to participate in virtual communities based on shared interests, 

ideologies, professions, cultures, or social causes. These communities create a sense of 

belonging and collective identity among members. 

Young individuals engage in online groups related to education, entertainment, politics, 

religion, sports, gaming, and social activism. Such participation strengthens group 

consciousness and social interaction in digital society. 

However, virtual communities may sometimes encourage social polarization, extremism, and 

group conflicts when individuals interact only with people who share similar opinions and 

beliefs. This phenomenon may reduce tolerance toward differing perspectives in society. 

5.5 Online Identity and Self-Presentation 

One of the major sociological changes caused by social media is the emergence of virtual 

identity. Youth carefully construct and present their online personalities through photographs, 

biographies, posts, and digital activities. 

Online identity often becomes a reflection of social status, popularity, lifestyle, and self-image. 

Young individuals may attempt to create idealized versions of themselves to gain recognition 

and acceptance in digital society. 

The pressure to maintain an attractive online image sometimes leads to stress, insecurity, and 

identity confusion. In many cases, the difference between real personality and virtual identity 

creates emotional imbalance and social anxiety among youth. 

5.6 Social Media and the Redefinition of Social Interaction 

Social interaction in contemporary society is increasingly mediated by technology. Traditional 

face-to-face communication is gradually being replaced by digital interaction through 

messages, emojis, video calls, and online reactions. 

Although social media facilitates quick communication and global networking, it may reduce 

emotional depth, empathy, and meaningful conversation. Human interaction becomes more 

immediate but sometimes less personal and emotionally connected. 

Thus, social media has redefined the structure of social relationships by creating a digitally 

connected society where communication, identity, and interaction are strongly influenced by 

virtual platforms. 
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6. Social Media and Cultural Change 

Social media has become a major force of cultural transformation in modern society. The rapid 

growth of digital communication technologies has significantly influenced cultural values, 

traditions, lifestyles, language, fashion, entertainment, and patterns of social behavior among 

youth. From a sociological perspective, social media acts as a medium of cultural diffusion 

through which ideas, beliefs, and practices spread across different societies and regions. 

The increasing use of social networking platforms has connected people globally and exposed 

youth to diverse cultures, lifestyles, and ideologies. As a result, traditional cultural boundaries 

are gradually becoming less rigid, leading to the emergence of a global digital culture. 

6.1 Cultural Diffusion Through Social Media 

Cultural diffusion refers to the spread of cultural elements from one society to another. Social 

media platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, and Facebook play a significant role in 

accelerating this process. 

Youth regularly consume digital content related to foreign lifestyles, music, fashion, movies, 

food habits, and entertainment trends. Through online interaction, young individuals adopt 

cultural practices and social behaviors from different societies. 

This cultural exchange promotes global awareness, multicultural understanding, and 

acceptance of diversity. It also allows local cultures to gain international visibility through 

digital platforms. 

6.2 Influence on Language and Communication Style 

Social media has greatly influenced language patterns and communication methods among 

youth. Digital communication encourages the use of abbreviations, emojis, slang words, 

memes, and short-form expressions. 

Young people increasingly use informal language styles while communicating online, which 

affects traditional writing and speaking habits. English words and internet slang are frequently 

mixed with local languages, leading to the development of hybrid communication patterns. 

Although this transformation makes communication faster and more expressive, some scholars 

argue that excessive dependence on informal digital language may weaken grammatical 

accuracy and formal communication skills. 

6.3 Impact on Lifestyle and Consumer Culture 

Social media strongly influences the lifestyle choices and consumption patterns of youth. 

Online platforms continuously expose users to fashion trends, luxury products, beauty 

standards, travel culture, and celebrity lifestyles. 

Digital influencers and online advertisements shape the preferences and aspirations of young 

individuals. Many youths attempt to imitate popular online personalities in terms of clothing, 

behavior, food habits, and social activities. 
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This process promotes consumerism and materialistic attitudes, where social status is often 

associated with appearance, branded products, and online popularity. Social comparison 

through digital platforms may also increase dissatisfaction and pressure to maintain a particular 

lifestyle. 

6.4 Westernization and Changing Traditional Values 

One of the major cultural impacts of social media is the increasing influence of western culture 

on youth, particularly in developing societies. Exposure to western fashion, entertainment, 

relationships, and individualistic values often affects traditional customs and moral beliefs. 

Many young individuals adopt modern lifestyles and attitudes that differ from traditional social 

norms. In some cases, this creates conflict between generations regarding family values, 

cultural identity, and social expectations. 

Traditional practices related to clothing, communication, marriage, and social behavior may 

gradually weaken under the influence of global digital culture. However, some sociologists 

argue that cultural change is a natural part of modernization and social development. 

6.5 Promotion and Preservation of Local Culture 

Despite concerns about cultural erosion, social media also provides opportunities for 

preserving and promoting local traditions, languages, and cultural heritage. Many individuals 

and organizations use digital platforms to share folk music, regional art, historical knowledge, 

traditional festivals, and cultural practices. 

Youth can actively participate in cultural preservation by creating content related to local 

customs and community traditions. Social media therefore acts not only as a source of cultural 

change but also as a medium for cultural revival and representation. 

6.6 Emergence of Digital Culture 

The widespread use of social media has contributed to the emergence of a new digital culture 

characterized by virtual interaction, online entertainment, instant communication, and internet-

based social participation. 

Digital culture influences how youth spend their leisure time, form relationships, express 

emotions, and participate in society. Online trends, viral content, gaming culture, influencer 

culture, and virtual communities have become important elements of youth identity and modern 

social life. 

This transformation reflects the growing integration of technology into everyday human 

experience and the development of a society increasingly shaped by digital interaction and 

online communication. 

8. Conclusion 

Social media has become one of the most influential institutions of modern society and has 

deeply transformed the lives of youth in the digital age. The rapid development of internet 

technology and communication platforms has changed the way young individuals interact, 
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learn, express themselves, and participate in society. From a sociological perspective, social 

media functions as a powerful agent of socialization that shapes attitudes, behavior, cultural 

values, identity formation, and patterns of social relationships among youth. 

The study reveals that social media has both positive and negative impacts on young people. 

On the positive side, it provides opportunities for education, communication, creativity, 

professional development, political participation, and global connectivity. Social media enables 

youth to access knowledge, express opinions, build social networks, and participate in social 

awareness movements. It has expanded opportunities for learning and cultural exchange 

beyond traditional social boundaries. 

At the same time, the study also highlights several serious challenges associated with excessive 

and irresponsible use of social media. Problems such as mental stress, anxiety, depression, 

cyberbullying, addiction, social isolation, misinformation, and weakening of interpersonal 

relationships have emerged as major concerns in contemporary society. Excessive dependence 

on virtual communication may negatively affect emotional stability, academic performance, 

moral values, and real-life social interaction among youth. 

The research further demonstrates that social media has significantly influenced cultural 

transformation and social relationships. The emergence of digital culture has altered traditional 

communication patterns, family interaction, friendship structures, and lifestyle choices. Youth 

are increasingly influenced by online trends, virtual identities, and global cultural exposure, 

which creates both opportunities for modernization and challenges for traditional social values. 
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